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low philosophy of both made matters worse rather than better.
The democrats, those who believed in the natural harmony of
the interests of free man, dazzled by the rapid growth of what
they most earnestly desired, wealth, found in laisser-faire and
in the removal of governmental restrictions an apparent con-
firmation of their faith. Those who believed in the artificial
harmonizing of interests by civil authority, the true utilitarians,
found matter for satisfaction in the trend of popular philosophy.
Scientific materialism was making rapid headway. Until the
nineteenth century scientific philosophy still retained the ideal-
ism of the Christian tradition of the West. It was supposed
that science must remain man's instrument in the construction
of a better world. But the progress of biology began to draw
men's attention to the real implications of scientific naturalism.
Man himself was nothing but the product of the determined
sciences. He was not the master but the victim of scientific
forces. And those forces were being proved to have little
resemblance to the ethical and humanitarian ideals of those
who had rejected Christianity. Evolution, the survival of the
fittest, 'nature red in tooth and claw' were supplanting natural
religion, Diderot's 'universal law which the finger of God has
engraved on every human heart*, Saint-Pierre's 'perfectibilite*
and 'paix perpetuelle'. Nature was being regarded as a monster
to be appeased by sacrifice. The only chance of making terms
with her was to borrow her own ruthlcssness and violence,
Not the morally best but the strongest would survive. There
can be no doubt that this spirit had penetrated deeply into
those who were watching the social effects of the rapid growth
of wealth. Malthus had sounded the pessimistic note which
balanced the optimism of Adam Smith. The new wealth seemed
to be a triumph of liberty: but Nature's price had to be paid.
However enlightened the fittest might be, only the fittest would
benefit by material progress. While liberal ideals together with
British doctrinaire hedonism were being transported by Ben-
tham's followers to Australia, India, South America, and Africa,
while the strongest at home were growing more and more
comfortable in body and soul, the people who had been eman-